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MEDIA RELEASE




SEPTEMBER 2011

AS UNDERWATER WORLD WELCOMES 3 NEW MEMBERS TO THEIR FAMILY

ITS ALSO TIME TO SAY GOODBYE TO SPARKY THE GREEN SEA TURTLE

Its good  news all around at UnderWater World this week as they welcome 3 Dusky Whalers whilst also getting ready to say farewell to Sparky the Green Sea Turtle.

‘Sparky’, the green sea turtle will be released back to the ocean this Wednesday at 9.30am as part of UnderWater World’s ongoing rehabilitation and release program.

Sparky was found at the mouth of the Maroochy River in early June, floating, weak and dehydrated. He was diagnosed with a condition known as Floating Syndrome, commonly associated with litter and debris found in our waterways.

Since being rescued and taken to UnderWater World he has been rehabilitating and gaining strength as well as delighting the curatorial team with his antics – Sparky is very inquisitive, playful and loves his food! 

Tim Stonhill, General Manager of UnderWater World states, “We are really pleased to be able to release another turtle as part of our rehabilitation and rescue program. We really want to get the message out to the public that prevention is the best cure and we can all do this by protecting our waterways and keeping them clean and free of litter”. 

As UnderWater World gets set to say goodbye to Sparky it is also time to welcome the 3 new Dusky Whalers which are a species of sharks that have been listed as near threatened and usually found off the Australian Coast Line.  

The Dusky Whalers have settled into their new home and have joined an already amazing display of sharks including the baby hammerheads, sandbar whaler, black tipped reef sharks, shovel nosed sharks, tawny nurse sharks and the bamboo sharks.
MEDIA ARE INVITED TO COME AND SAY FAREWELL TO SPARKY AND TO MEET THE DUSKY WHALERS
· 9.30am Wednesday 28th September at UnderWater World.

· Media are invited to attend and interview UnderWater World Curators regarding the release.
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